The Bloody Assize

usurpers whatever ; especially against the now pretended
king of England, in regard that he hath broke his vows
with his Holiness's agents beyond seas, and not performed
his promises in bringing into England the Holy Roman
Catholic Religion."

Now the only persons in England who knew that
Charles had promised to bring in the Catholic religion, and
had drawn money from France on the strength of his
promise and had since broken it, were a few Catholic lords,
the Jesuit emissaries who were angry and disappointed at
his perfidy, and the French ambassador.

That Mr Bolron could have had exact knowledge of
State secrets such as these seems impossible. Rumour no
doubt was rife, and the leakage was caused by the Jesuits,
who were swarming over the country recruiting for the
cause. But until Dr Lingard, about a hundred years ago,
published the text of the secret treaty from a counterpart
in the collection of Lord Clifford of Chudlcigh, the actual
contents of it were known to few. I fail to see therefore
how Bolron, the colliery manager, could have imagined or
learnt it, and woven the strands of the secret treaty into a
long and elaborate religious oath which has the outward
literary form of a responsible official production* This
seems to me so improbable that I prefer the simple explana-
tion that there was such an oath, and that the priests on
the left wing of the plot were administering it to persons
they thought suitable to their ends.

The oath, of course, went on to declare the Protestant
religion " heretical and damnable/' and a promise was made
" to extirpate and root out the said Protestant doctrine,
and to destroy the said pretended king of England and
all such of his subjects as will not adhere to the holy see of

With James, the next heir to the throne, now a declared
Catholic, and his secretary, Edward Coleman, actively
engaged in correspondence with Pere de la Chaise, the plot
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